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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

We start to become very 
busy as a Council in 
November, but I’d like 

to begin with remembering and 
honoring three of our own during 
this month of the Holy Souls. 

S/K Bill Smith died unexpectedly 
earlier this year after routine surgery, 
and recently S/K Joe Rynne passed 
on to his eternal reward following 
a long sickness.  Also, we lost S/K 
Herb Swoope this past October. 
He was a great friend and former 
member of our Council who served 
as Faithful Navigator and Grand 
Knight at Nativity.  Herb was the 
founder and co-director of the VAVS 
program at the James A. Haley 
Veterans Hospital. 

These men were outstanding 
and active Knights – dedicated to 
their families, exemplary in their 
PATRIOTISM, and steadfast in their 
faith.  Please keep them in your 
daily prayers this month. 

On Tuesday, November 14, we 
had our annual Memorial Mass. 
We used this occasion to honor 
and pray for our brother Knights 
from our Council who have gone 
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Honoring our Past

I became aware of the Venerable Father 
Solanus Casey in 2010 on a trip to 
Detroit. It was there that I first visited 
the Solanus Center and attended Mass 

and a healing service. 
My father-in-law, S/K Ed Diedo, was 

an altar server for him during his years 
in Detroit. Due to the fact that my father- 
in-law is 97 and is unable to attend the 
beautification ceremony, I had the honor 
of being there, along with my wife and 

daughter, to witness this blessed event.
Bernard Casey was born November 

25th, 1870, to Bernard James and Ellen 
Elizabeth. He was the 6th of 16 children 
born to this couple. At the age of 8, he 
contracted diphtheria which caused 
permanent damage to his voice and left it 
wispy and slightly impaired.

As he got older he had several jobs which 
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He Gave His Soul to Jesus

By S/K Ed Sleyzak



before us. While we are a volunteer 
organization, and no one is compelled 
to participate, the Memorial Mass is 
one of the very few events where 
all available Knights are asked to 
join their brothers to pray for the 
dearly departed, shake hands with 
old friends, and hug the widow of a 
Brother Knight.

This year we are going to initiate 
an event that we hope can become a 
seminal event in our parish – the Saint 
Nicholas Day Pancake Breakfast on 
December 3.    

The breakfast will fulfill many 
needs of our council and parish. It 
will serve as our Christmas Social 
this year. I encourage all Knights 
to come out and either flip a few 
pancakes or simply come to the 
FLC and enjoy FRATERNITY with 
fellow Knights and parishioners. 

Saint Nicholas – who was 
the Bishop of Myra (in modern 
day Turkey) and became known 
throughout the land for his generosity 
to those in need and his love for 
children. Let’s use the nostalgia of 
a Knights of Columbus pancake 
breakfast to serve as an opportunity 
for our parish to come together for all 
the best reasons during the Advent 
Season. 

Let’s leverage this event to augment 
the generosity of our parishioners by 
partnering with the Saint Vincent 
DePaul Society to raise funds and 
collect gifts for the less fortunate in 
our community.  We are planning 
a generous donation to SVDP this 
year, and we can increase our support 
by a successful Saint Nicholas Day 
Pancake Breakfast. 

In this busy time of our fraternal 
year, I ask all of our Knights to come 
together in UNITY to remember our 
deceased brothers and to promote 
CHARITY in our parish. 

Grand Knight Con’t. From Previous Page
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included lumberjack, prison guard, and 
streetcar operator. It was during this time he 
felt the call to the priesthood. He enrolled 
at the St. Francis High School seminary, 
which was the minor seminary to the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee in 1891, with 
the hope of becoming a diocesan priest.

Due to his limited education and the fact 
that the classes were taught in German 
and Latin, he struggled, and it was 
recommended that he join a religious order. 
This way he could be ordained a “simplex 
priest”. A simplex priest would be able to 
offer Mass but would not be able to hear 
confessions or do any public speaking.

Bernard went home to reflect on this 
recommendation and after praying in front 
of a statue of the Blessed Mother, he heard 
her distinct voice say “go to Detroit”. He 
applied to the minor Capuchin seminary 
in Detroit and was received January 14th, 
1897. 

His religious name was “Solanus” after 
Saint Francis Solanus. He struggled with 
his studies but so impressed his superiors 
with his dedication and prayerful life that he 
was finally was ordained a “simplex Priest” 
on July 24th, 1904. His first celebration of 
the Mass was on July 31st, 1904.

He spent the next 14 years in several 
parishes in New York. He edified the 
parishioners with his prayerful example at 
Mass, devotions, and by his great charity 
toward the sick, the children, the non-
Catholics and the poor. In 1924 he was 
appointed to the Capuchin Friary of St. 
Bonaventure in Detroit.

Father Solanus soon became well known 
and loved for his virtues. He was always 
available to the sick, the poor, and the 
troubled souls. He brought comfort to 
people from every walk of life. In 1922, 
during the great depression, it was through 
this ministry of charity and comfort that the 
Capuchins started their soup kitchen which 
is still going on today. 

He would often be found in silent prayer 
in front of the Eucharist. It is told that a 
visiting priest, who was having trouble 
sleeping, saw Father Solanus in silent 
prayer in the middle of the night in front of 
the Eucharist.

In his later years, his compassion for the 

sick and the troubled souls continued. He 
would often just talk to the poor and sickly 
at the doors. His superiors, trying to give 
him a well-earned retirement, transferred 
him to Friary of St Felix in Indiana in 1946. 
He spent his time in prayer and helping the 
sick until his own illness brought him back 
to Detroit for medical treatment.

On July 31st, 1957 after spending a month 
in the hospital with his own infirmities 
he said “I’m offering my sufferings that 
all might be one. If only I could see the 
conversion of the whole world.” His last 
conscious act was to sit up in bed and say 
“I give my soul to Jesus Christ.”

There were over 20,000 people who 
walked past his coffin at his funeral. He 
has continued to touch many lives after his 
death. On November 18th, 2017 in Detroit, 
Michigan, he was named Blessed Father 
Solanus Casey.

Fr. Solanus Con’t. From Page 1

Father Solanus Casey
Born: November 15th, 1870
December 24th, 1896- arrived at  
St. Bonaventure Monastery Detroit, 
Michigan
July 1904 - ordained a Priest
July 11th, 1995 - declared Venerable by 
Pope John Paul II
November 18th, 2017 - declared 
Blessed by Pope Francis
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PRIESTS FOR THE PEOPLE

ON A TRIP TO ROME in 
the 1980s, I had a long 
conversation with an African 
priest who was serving in 

the Vatican. We had become friends, and 
he had just returned from a vacation in 
Guatemala. When I asked him about his 
trip, he replied that it had gone very well 
— he had been able to relax, catch up on 
his reading and get much needed rest.

But he was also very troubled by what 
he had seen concerning the situation of 
the indigenous people there. “They treat 
these people like animals,” he said with 
emotion.

His words struck me, since years earlier 
he had lived through a violent transition 
in his own country, from centuries of 
colonial rule to independence.

I remembered this conversation 
in September while attending the 
beatification ceremony of Father Stanley 
Rother in Oklahoma City.

Blessed Stanley Rother was a priest from 
Oklahoma serving as a missionary among 
the Tz’utujil people in the mountains 
of Guatemala. He was one of 10 priests 
murdered in Guatemala in 1981, and the 
seventh in less than three months. Warned 
that his name was on a “death list,” he had 
returned to his parents’ farm in Oklahoma, 
and he could have remained there in 
safety.

But Father Rother repeatedly said, 
“The shepherd cannot run at the first sign 
of danger.” He returned to his parish in 
Santiago Atitlán, well aware of what he 
was facing. A short time later, three men 
murdered him in his rectory.

St. Francis de Sales once said, “All the 
science of the saints is included in these 
two things: To do, and to suffer. And 
whoever has done these two things best, 

has made himself most saintly.” Blessed 
Stanley Rother did both with great 
courage.

Returning from the beatification of 
Father Rother, I also thought of another 
priest — a brother Knight of Columbus, 
murdered in his own rectory 60 years 
earlier.

At a time when the Ku Klux Klan was 
asserting itself as a national power and 
mobilizing a nationwide anti-immigrant 
campaign, Father James Coyle emerged 
as a spokesman defending the Catholic 
laborers in the coal mines and factories 
of northern Alabama. As a result, he soon 
became a target of death threats.

But like Father Rother, Father Coyle 
refused to abandon his flock. On Aug. 
11, 1921, after celebrating the wedding 
of the daughter of a Protestant minister 
and a Puerto Rican migrant worker, the 
woman’s father, who was also a member 
of the Klan, approached Father Coyle at 
his rectory and shot him dead.

St. John Paul II often spoke of what he 
called the “nuptial mystery” at the heart 
of Christ’s love for his Church, which 
we see reflected in a priest’s love for his 
parishioners.

In his book “Gift and Mystery,” John 
Paul II asks, “What does it mean to be a 
priest?” He then writes, “According to St. 
Paul, it means above all to be a steward of 
the mysteries of God…. The steward is not 
the owner, but the one to whom the owner 
entrusts his goods…. The priest receives 
from Christ the treasures of salvation.”

We see in the sacrifices of Father Rother 
and Father Coyle that they understood, 
as stewards and shepherds, that among 
the “treasures of salvation” entrusted 
to their care were the people of God in 
their parishes. Both were prepared, at the 

cost of their very lives, to live in persona 
Christi — as priest and victim for their 
people.

This same devotion is reflected in the 
life of our founder, the Venerable Servant 
of God Father Michael McGivney, 
whose daily sacrifices for the families of 
his mostly immigrant parish led to the 
sickness that ended his life at age 38.

We are grateful to Pope Francis for 
bringing to the attention of the world the 
courageous life of holiness that marked 
the life and death of Blessed Stanley 
Rother. May this saintly priest pray for us 
and for all Catholics, that we, too, may be 
worthy stewards of those goods the Lord 
has entrusted to our care.

Vivat Jesus!

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

BLESSED STANLEY ROTHER AND FATHER JAMES COYLE 
GAVE THEIR LIVES IN PRIESTLY SERVICE AND SACRIFICE



Building the Domestic Church
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THEME – THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS

By virtue of baptism and the 
sacramental graces of marriage, 
the Christian family is built 
into a communion of saints. 

Holiness is a gift given to every baptized 
Christian that becomes a joyful task for 
the whole of life.

Meditation
From Pope Benedict XVI’s General 

Audience, April 13, 2011
Holiness, the fullness of Christian 

life, does not consist in carrying out 
extraordinary enterprises but in being 
united with Christ, in living his mysteries, 
in making our own his example, his 
thoughts, his behavior. The measure of 
holiness stems from the stature that Christ 
achieves in us, in as much as with the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we model our 
whole life on his. …

What is the soul of holiness? … What is 
the essential? The essential means never 
leaving a Sunday without an encounter 
with the Risen Christ in the Eucharist; 
this is not an additional burden but is 
light for the whole week. It means never 
beginning and never ending a day without 
at least a brief contact with God. And, on 
the path of our life, it means following the 
“signposts” that God has communicated 
to us in the Ten Commandments, 
interpreted with Christ, which are merely 
the explanation of what love is in specific 
situations. …

We might ask ourselves: can we, with 
our limitations, with our weaknesses, 
aim so high? During the Liturgical Year, 
the Church invites us to commemorate a 
host of saints, the ones, that is, who lived 
charity to the full, who knew how to love 
and follow Christ in their daily lives. They 
tell us that it is possible for everyone to 
take this road. …

I would like to ask all to open themselves 
to the action of the Holy Spirit, who 

transforms our life, to be, we too, as small 
pieces in the great mosaic of holiness 
that God continues to create in history, so 
that the face of Christ may shine out in 
the fullness of its splendor. Let us not be 
afraid to aim high, for God’s heights.

• What is holiness?
• How can we live holiness in the 

family? How do we love God in the 
ordinary circumstances of life?

• How do the saints help us live out 
holiness?

Scripture Reading – Psalm 98:1-6
A prayer to welcome God’s rule over 

the earth
Sing a new song to the LORD,
   for he has done marvelous deeds.
His right hand and holy arm
   have won the victory.
The LORD has made his victory known;
   has revealed his triumph in the sight 

of the nations,
He has remembered his mercy and 

faithfulness
   toward the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
   the victory of our God.
Shout with joy to the LORD, all the 

earth;
   break into song; sing praise.
Sing praise to the LORD with the lyre,
   with the lyre and melodious song.

Family Project
Select a few saints and learn about their 

time period and culture and why they are 
invoked for specific causes or intentions. 
Include a dish from their culture during 
one of your meals. Also, consider making 
a pilgrimage to a sacred place dedicated 
to a saint.
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life in its efforts to achieve legal and 
constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

The Catholic Church is pro-life. 
She teaches that abortion is 
always wrong. Where does this 
teaching come from? It all starts 

“in the beginning,” in Genesis chapter one – 
“God created man in his image; in the divine 
image he created him; male and female He 
created them.”  Every human person, from 
the moment of their conception, is created 
in the image and likeness of God.

Interestingly, the teachings on abortion in 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church are 
in the section on the Fifth Commandment 
– “You shall not kill.”

This is not a new teaching, something 
that the Church has been trying to figure 
out for centuries. Quite the contrary. In the 
Catechism paragraph 2271, it says, “Since 
the first century the Church has affirmed 
the moral evil of every procured abortion. 

This teaching has not changed and remains 
unchangeable.”

What about exceptions for things 
like rape and incest? Regardless of the 
circumstances surrounding its conception, 
the child in the womb is still a child of God. 
In paragraph 2270, the Catechism puts it 
succinctly – “Human life must be respected 
and protected absolutely from the moment 
of conception.”

For further study:
CCC 2270 – 2273, Genesis 1:26-28, 

Exodus 20:13, Deuteronomy 5:17.
Taken from A Minute in the Church, 

Volume II by Gus Lloyd. Copies are 
available at www.GusLloyd.com

Respect for Human Life

We have been blessed with 
the dedication and hard 
work of Sir Knights Alex 
Czopeck, Ed Veronick, 

Jerry Coffee, Cameron Czaja, and 
Nathan Wiles.  They want to move on 
to other opportunities in our Council and 
our Parish, but they need someone to step 
up and answer the call to service in our 
council.

Financial Secretary.  This is a very 
important position in the council – so 
important that it’s appointed by Supreme.  
If you have the skills and desire to have a 
big impact on our Council, let anyone in 
the Council Leadership know you want to 
use your talents to promote the CHARITY 
principle of the Knights of Columbus.

Council Director.  This is may be the 
least heralded and most rewarding program 
in our Council.  If you want to be the engine 
behind all the great activities sponsored by 
our Council, this is for you.  Contact Ed, 

the GK, or the DGK if interested.
Membership Director.  Do you remember 

what it was like when someone asked you 
to be a Knight?  The Membership Director 
interacts with Catholic men who want to 
grow in their faith, serve their parish, and 
be part of the best fraternal organization in 
the world.  Be that Knight who welcomes 
future Knights and shepherds Knights 
along in their advancement.

Youth Director.  Our Council thrives 
when we have someone who can interact 
with the youth-oriented ministries and the 
Saint Stephen School to promote the values 
of our Order.  Our community is better 
when events like the Soccer Challenge and 
Free Throw Challenge are promoted by the 
Knights, and our youth is provided with a 
positive example of their Catholic faith.  
Be that Knight who makes a difference!

Looking For a Few Good Men



A Place For Warriors

Last month, several Knights accompanied school 
children from St. Stephen Catholic School on a service 
hour field trip to My Warriors Place, a retreat center on 
the Little Manatee River in Ruskin, FL.

Brother Mike Sutko has been working with the founder to help 
develop the property into a first class retreat center for veterans.

“I have personally known and been involved with My Warriors 
Place for the past six years,” said Mike.  “Kelly, the founder,  
was devastated by the loss of her son and was questioning her 
faith. On the beach one day she found a bullet, the type that was 
used in the weapon that was assigned to her son. At that moment, 
she was sent an answer to her prayers. She has tirelessly worked 
for the service members that come home with issues that they 
are trying to cope with. She operates on a shoestring budget and 
receives very little compensation.”

My Warriors Place is a retreat center for veterans, military 
service members, first responders, Gold Star, Blue Star and 
Silver Star families. Additionally, My Warrior’s Place offers 
several amazing programs for those who have put their life on 
the line for our safety and well being, endured the death of a 
Fallen Warrior and/or experienced the horrors of war. 

Each program offered by My Warrior’s Place plays an 
important role in the healing and coping process, and the support 
that is obtained through these programs is priceless!

My Warriors Place was founded by Kelly Kowall whose 
son Corey, like many others, gave his life for our continued 
freedom.  My Warrior’s Place, and all those involved with My 

Warrior’s Place understand that there are no words that can 
express how grateful we are to those who make the sacrifice by 
serving in the Armed Forces so that we have the opportunity to 
live in the land of the free. 

There are absolutely no words that can be said to comfort those 
families whose loved ones gave the ultimate sacrifice while 
protecting us and our country. We will never be able to thank 
you enough.
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Knights Pitch In to Support Angels Among Us

Last Saturday, the Knoghts of 
Columbus provided much needed 
- and appreciated - support for the 
annual Angels Among Us Dinner 

Gala. The Gala is a major fundraiser for 
St. Stephen Catholic School, raising a 
significant amount of revenue for the 
school operations.

And, of course, the Knights were there 
to offer their support as we have done in 
years past. The initial functions were the 
setup of the Knights bar, which included 
the moving of the bar from storage, and its 
setup in the cnter of the FLC.

During the event, the Knights showed 
their stuff, manning the casino tables to 
a very enthusiastic crowd. In fact, there 
was so much activity in the casino that 
organizers had to call for “last bets” in order to close on time.

Lastly, the takedown of the bar and its return to storage were 
the final steps in what will surely be remembered as an amazing 
evening for everyone.

Our council does some pretty amazing activities to raise money 
for the council, the Church and the school. The Angels Among 
Us Gala has to be at the top of the list for “fun and fellowship.” 
We encourage all Knights to get involved with these activities - 
for fun, for fellowship, and for the good of the Order.
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Past Grand Knights Mark Lovejoy and John Berrie 
received their certification cards and coins from the Grand 
Knight at the November business meeting.  The Saint 

Stephen Degree Team, captained by Council 14084’s founding 
Grand Knight, Rick Hughes, enjoys a well-earned reputation as 
one of the most professional degree teams in the state.  

Mark and John’s commitment to the Admissions Degree has 
provided a memorable experience to scores of our Council’s 
membership.  Any Knight of the Council can join the Degree 
Team and be a part of the great tradition that exemplifies the 
principles of our Order.  Contact Sir Knight Rick Hughes at 
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084 to find out more information.

Knights Show Marian Gratitude

The Florida heat did not keep Mary’s devotees away!  
On October 14th, between 75 and 100 men, women 
and children of St. Stephen Parish answered Mary’s 
call to join thousands of faithful throughout the United 

States to pray the Rosary for the conversion of America.
The captain of the Outdoor Rosary Rally joined Our Blessed 

Mother in thanking everyone who participated in this momentous 
event.  Everyone was confident that Mary, Our Mother, was 
pleased with what she witnessed throughout this beautiful 
country.

Thanks to all who participated…the soccer team that joined 
us between games, the little children, the elderly, moms, and 
dads.  Very special thanks to Celina Okpaleke who offered her 

statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
to be carried in procession. 
Carrying the statue in 
procession for the Knights 
of Columbus were Bruce 
Czaja, Grand Knight, 
Chuck Alaynick, Church 
Director and Bill Ruppert.

Please mark your 
calendars for next year for 
Saturday, October 13th, 
2018.

Admissions Degree Team Certification
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Last month, the Columbiette Auxiliary hosted the West 
Florida Chapter Major Degree Ceremony at the Family 
Life Center. It was a review and celebration of the 
Catholic Doctrines that have been set before us. 

Twenty-five ladies from the following Auxiliaries made 
their Major degree: Father Lopez Auxiliary #5737, Incarnation 
Auxiliary #8612, Msgr. Kevin S. Mullen Auxiliary #12956, Our 
Lady of the Rosary Auxiliary #8104, San Antonio Auxiliary 
#1768, and St. Stephens Auxiliary #14084.

Representing the Knights of Columbus #14084 were Grand 
Knight - Sir Knight Bruce Czaja, Sir Knight Randy Lee, Sir 
Knight Ed Veronick. Also attending was a guest Knight from 
San Antonio Catholic Church.

A wonderful lunch was served by the Columbiette Auxiliary 
#14084 after the ceremony.

Columbiette Major Degree

Harvest Moon Game Night a Success

On October 7, 2017 
Columbiette Auxiliary 
14084 hosted the Ladies 
Harvest Moon Game Night at  

the St, Stephen Family Life Center.
Activities included a Bunco game, 

50/50 raffle, a drawing for 12 beautiful 

gift baskets, and a chili tasting cookoff.
Helping with the scoring for Bunco were 

S/K Rick Hughes, S/K Ed Veronick, and 
Mike MacAllister.

During this wonderful affair the 
Columbiettes were presented with a check 
for $500 by the St. Stephen Men’s Club, 

in gratitude for their contributions during 
the fish fry held this year.

A good time was enjoyed by all. We 
look forward to hosting this event again 
next year.
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2017-2018

Chaplain   
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight   
Bruce Czaja

Deputy Grand Knight 
Guillermo Bambach 

Chancellor   
Tim Donahue

Warden 
John Columbia

Advocate   
Steve Haines

Lecturer
Ross Lowery

Recorder   
Paul Spindler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Laughman

Trustees   
John Berrie, Ed Sleyzak,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Steve Jarosz
Field Agent  

Chuck Lusky
Guards   

Bob Haley 
Randy Lee 

 Chris Hobbs

Roadside Warriors
Last month’s roadside cleanup 
was a tremendous success. 
Thank you to Roland Tiso, 
Jerry Coffee, Jim Pryor , 
Bruce Czaja and the John 
Hollingshead family for 
participating in this quarter’s 
Adopt A Road Program 
Sponsored by the St. Stephen 
Council.  
The efforts of the volunteers 
were much appreciated given 
all the activities that were going 
on in the parish and council that 
weekend.  
The next Road Side Cleanup is 
scheduled for December 2nd.  
We meet at the East end of the 
parking lot and take 2 routes to 
cover the area - a short route 
for families and a longer route 
for participants that want more 
exercise.  
Roadside cleanup is a great 
opportunity to involve the whole 
family. We hope you will attend 
the next Roadside Cleanup.

Membership Retention is one 
of the biggest things that a 
Council works on all year 
long. Our job is to keep the 

members engaged and interested in what 
we do as Knights. As I was once told, we 
were not asked to become a Knight - we are 
called to be Knights.

Click on the link below to get some great 
information to help you and the Council.

Here a few steps we can do to retain the 
members of our Councils.

1) Always welcome the newest member 
of your Council. Have them stand to 
introduce themselves and welcome them 
with open arms. If they have a proposer, 
which they should, make sure the proposer 
stays in touch and gets them involved. It is 
the proposer’s responsibility to get the new 

member through the Degrees in a timely 
manner. A Proposers responsibility does 
not end at the signing of form 100.

2) When was the last time you attended 
an Admissions Degree or a Formation 
Degree? This is a great way to welcome 
new members and show that we care about 
them as Knights and welcome them as 
Brothers.

3) Does your Council have an Admissions 
Committee? If not then you should. This 
helps the candidate understand who we 
are and what we do. The Admissions 
committee is run by the Worthy Chancellor 
and all Council Directors should attend and 
discuss what their Committee does.

ht tp: / /www.kofc.org/en/members/
membership/member-retention/index.
html#/

Membership Retention
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The Florida State Council is conducting a raffle to 
raise funds for Council charities as well as for Florida 
KofC Charities, Inc. Raffle books containing 12 
raffle tickets were distributed directly to Councils 

in September by the FSC.  The number of books each Council 
received were based on 75% of the Council’s membership.  

Tickets are $1.00 donation each. Council members will collect 
donations for tickets The Council turns $6.00 per book to Florida 
KofC Charities, Inc. while the other $6.00 is designated for the 
Council’s charitable programs.

For example, if a Council collects donations for 300 books 
over the 8-month period, the Council keeps $1,800 and sends 
$1,800 to KofC Charities.   There are no out-of-pocket costs 
to the Council.  The Florida State Council will handle all the 
marketing and ticket costs, along with the prize money.

In addition to the final drawing, there will be “Quick Start” and 
“Early Bird” drawings for book solicitors only.  To be eligible 
for these drawings, book solicitors must return the back cover, 
tickets and donations by the dates indicated.  

Councils cannot be named as the solicitor or donor of a ticket.  
The Council can purchase tickets in the name of their parish or 
in the name of a charity.  Only an individual’s name can be put 
on as book cover seller.

In Quick Start, one ticket solicitor in each region will win 
$250 in the drawing to be held during the mid-year meeting on 
December 9, 2017.  Ticket books with backs must be returned by 

November 25, 2017, with 
donations, to be eligible.

The Early Bird drawing 
will take place at the FSC 
Board meeting on March 
10, 2018.  One winner 
in each region will be 
awarded $400.  Ticket 
books with backs must 
be returned February 22, 
2018, with donations, to 
be eligible.   Quick Start 
tickets will be included in 
the Early Bird drawing.

The raffle ends May 
6, 2018.   All tickets, 
donations and raffle tickets must be in by May 12, 2018.  Final 
drawing will be held at the Annual Convention Dinner May 26, 
2018, in Orlando, Fl.

Florida State Council Charity Raffle to Fund 
State and Local Council Charities

Prizes: Total Prizes $45,000
• 1st Prize $25,000    
• 2nd Prize $10,000     
• 3rd Prize $5,000  
• 4th to 8th Prize $1,000 each

Solicitors/Sellers Prizes:  
• 1st prize winning ticket gets $1000. 
• 2nd prize winning ticket gets $750. 
• 3rd prize winning ticket wins $500.
• 4th through 8th winning tickets get $100 each.

Official Rules
• Donations made for tickets
• Donors must over 18 to participate
• Random drawing of tickets received
• Need not be present to win
•  Contributions to the Florida State Council Knights 

of Columbus Charity Raffle are not deductible as a 
charitable donation for federal income tax purposes. 

•  Florida KofC Charities, Inc., office address 829 
Grovesmere Loop, Ocoee, FL 34761

•  All prizes paid by Florida KofC Charities, Inc.

Prizes and Official Rules
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Guillermo Bambach 
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Chuck Alaynick 

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Ed Skrobacz
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Vacant  

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Bob Kines   
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

Trunk or Treat

Members of our Council (top) pose with the Caped Crusader. Parking and coordinating 
automobiles was the task at hand, and the Knights performed superbly. The result was a 
fantastic evening for all participants. If you have never been to a Trunk or Treat, it is well 
worth volunteering for next year. The “trunks” are simply amazing, and the treats: ever 
flowing!
Columbiettes (bottom) showed their colors while promoting the 2017 Angels Among Us 
dinner gala. 
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Knights of Columbus Saint Stephen Council 14084             
2017-18 RAYMOND JAMES STADIUM  

FUNDRAISING EVENT SCHEDULE & STAFFING REQUIREMENT   

as of: July 1, 2017 
 

 

EVENT # DAY DATE TIME  EVENT                                      | REQ. STAFFING  
1 SATURDAY AUG 12 10:00 AM PRE-SEASON SHAKEOUT 
   

2 SATURDAY AUG 26  7:30 PM CLEVELAND BROWNS     

3 THURSDAY AUG 31 7:30 PM WASHINGTON REDSKINS   

4 SUNDAY SEP 17 1:00 PM CHICAGO BEARS 

5 SUNDAY OCT 1 1:00 PM  NEW YORK GIANTS 

6 THURSDAY OCT 5 8:25 PM NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS   

7 SUNDAY  OCT 29 1:00 PM CAROLINA PANTHERS    

8 SUNDAY  NOV 12 1:00 PM NEW  YORK JETS   

9 SUNDAY  DEC 10 1:00 PM DETROIT LIONS    

10 MONDAY  DEC 18 8:30 PM ATLANTA FALCONS    

11 SUNDAY  DEC  31 1:00 PM NEW ORLEANS SAINTS    

12 MONDAY  JAN 1, 2018 1:00 PM OUTBACK BOWL    

13 SATURDAY  JAN 13  7:00 PM MONSTER JAM I    

14 SATURDAY  FEB 3 7:00 PM MONSTER JAM II       

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY – REPLY NOW WITH YOUR COMMITMENT 
We need your sign ups NOW in order to set ourselves up for success this 

upcoming Season.  Simply pick an event or events you wish to commit to, and  
please send your choices to rjs@kofc14084.org to lock it in. If we have more 

committed per game than we need, we will form a standby pool for that event to 
account for any unexpected conflicts where a primary volunteer cannot participate.  

 
   

MANDATORY TRAINING 
     UPCOMING TRAINING CERTIFICATION & RE-CERTIFICATION DATES/TIMES  

   

Training (good for 3 years) is a Mandatory Requirement to work at RJS and consists of customer service, food 
safety, and alcohol safety (TEAM Certification). The training sessions - at RJS and - are approximately 2.5 hours in 

duration; however, YOU MUST BE REGISTERED to ATTEND - seats fill up quickly and space is limited. Please note that 
these training dates and times are subject to change if bumped by other events.   

You must arrive at least 15 minutes early to allow time for check in. The training will start at the listed time and 
security will not allow anyone to enter the building after the training has begun. 

 

Sat July 29th @ 10:00 AM – East Club | Sun July 30th @ 10:00 AM – East Club  
Tue August 8th @ 6:30 PM – East Club | Sat August 12th @ TBA – East Club  

 Mon August 21st @ 6:30 PM – East Club 
 

Group Lead Training: 1:00 PM on Saturday July 29th & Sunday July 30th   
 

 

TO LOCK IN A SEAT FOR TRAINING,  
Please Email Julio Alvarez at rjs@kofc14084.org as soon as possible.   

PLEASE NOTE - - - TRAINING SLOTS FILL UP FAST!  

12 + 4 
12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

12 + 4 

Four Knights from our Council received full 
honors of Knighthood during a recent 3rd 
Degree Ceremony at Mary Help of Christians 
in Tampa.  Pictured from left to right are the 
Grand Knight, S/K Rich Gnatowski; newly 
Knighted Jim Murray, Peter Leet, and Kevin 
Boudreaux (missing is Jim Simon); and our 
Membership Director Jerry Coffee.
Privileges of Third Degree membership include 
the ability to serve as a local council officer, 
and admission to state and Supreme Council 
business meetings.
We have several 3rd degree exemplifications 
in the bay area in the coming months.  Contact 
our exalted Membership Director, S/K Jerry 
Coffee at membership@kofc14084.org.
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
   

Faithful Navigator 

S/K Patrick Roach

Faithful Captain 
S/K Steve Haines  

Admiral 
S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes 

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Shawn Ryan

Squires Induction Ceremony

Last month, the Squires Circle welcomed two 
new members during their annual Investiture 
Ceremony, Tyler and Connor Hobbs, sons of 
Christopher Hobbs, a member of our Council 

14084.
The monthly business meetings and annual Investiture 

Ceremony is designed in the same manner as the Knights 
of Columbus meetings and ceremonials.  The Squires meet 
to support their primary mission of serving the community 
and the Veterans in need at the VA Hospital in Tampa.  

We also provide support to Knights functions and the 
annual Men’s Club Fish Fry held at St Stephen.  We teach 
the young men ages 10-16 how to become leaders, test 
physical development, develop their faith, and improve on 
their social, cultural and civic skills.  We mentor them as 
they forge new relationships and foster fellowship with 
others.



Carlos Ayala
John Berrie
Joshua Bohnart
William Brown
Mario Castillo
Darin Ciabattari
John Cirello
John Columbia
Fabian Covarrubias
Martin Cunningham
Joe Disanto
Bobby Frady
John Franco
Anthony Giaccone
Ralph Hahn
Scott Hottenstein
Richard Houk
Hubert Knights
Richard Lechowich
Emery Longanga
Robert Mari
Jose Maysonet
Gregory Minton
Christian Mowery
Jeffrey Nicholas
Phillip Primacio
Michael Roman
Larry Shepard
Matt Shirina
Pedro Torres
Dimitri Tripodi
Michael Van Buren
George Weber
Francis Xavier

 November Birthdays
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Today, I want to address the 
growth of the Order. Membership 
growth is the fuel that keeps this 
great fraternal engine running. 

All of our charitable works at the council, 
state, national and international level are 
thanks to our hard-working members. And 
more members equals more charity.

We know that the membership blitz is a 
tried and true way for councils to get more 
men to join. We see these pushes often in 
March, in celebration of Founder’s Day, 
and again in October. These drives are 
successful because brother Knights have 
increased visibility speaking or presenting 
during and after Masses and at special 
events. We must remember that we have 
a duty to ask each and every Catholic 
gentleman to join our ranks for the good of 
the Church, the community and the Order. 

During the rest of the year, we often 
“forget” to ask men to join and to bring 
their families into the Knights of Columbus 
family. You probably know an eligible 
Catholic man you could ask today. What if 
the only reason he hasn’t joined is because 
no one has asked him yet? 

When telling a prospect about the 
strengths of the Order, don’t forget our 
greatest fraternal benefit: our insurance 
program. This is often a “selling point” to 

a potential member who is on the fence. 
Many members become Knights simply 
to be able to buy coverage to protect their 
family. Soon after, they realize the good our 
charitable works do for their community, 
and they are proud to be members. 

As your professional Knights of 
Columbus insurance agent, I look forward 
to helping us grow in fraternity in any way 
that I can. 

Chuck Lusky
813-728-5338
charles.lusky@KofC.org

Ask Eligible Men to Join

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the 

life, works and spirituality of 
Father McGivney. 

The Guild distributes 
informational materials 
about him, receives reports 
of favors granted through his 
intercession and oversees the 
distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive 
regular updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 

are invited to participate in promoting 
devotion to this Servant of God. Members 

of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild 
members and must elect to 
join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. 
McGivney Guild Newsletter 
is published bimonthly except 
July- August, and is sent free 
to Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register 
online at: http://www.fathermcgivney.
org/

Are You A Member?Catholic Men in a 
Modern World

The 8th Annual 
Tampa Bay Men’s Conference

“Come and See”

Saturday, February 10, 2018
Higgins Hall, Tampa

featuring Jeff Cavins
Fr. Dwight Longenecker

and John Pridemore

Mass celebrated to begin the 
event. Reconciliation and 

adoration throughout the day

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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November 14 Memorial Mass, 6:00pm
November 18 2nd Degree, FLC 
 3rd Degree, St. Timothy Catholic Church, Lutz 
 Foundations for Life Gala
November 25 4th Degree, Orlando
December 1 Columbiettes Christmas party
December 2 Roadside cleanup
December 3 Breakfast With St. Nicholas

Please check your council website calendar for more details regarding these events.
http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
Bob Ward

Family of the Month
John Hollingshead Family

Our Knight of the Month and our 
Family of the Month are Bob 
Ward and the John Hollingshead 

Family.  
Bob has been everywhere in our Parish.  

He helped out a fellow Knight in Hurricane 
Irma preparations, became a lector for our 
parish, participated in the 100 Knights for 
Life, and has participated in pretty much 
every Knights event for the past three 
months.  He also recently advanced to the 
Second Degree of our Order.  

The Hollingshead Family is also seen 
throughout our Parish as ushers and 

servers, and the whole family came out for 
our recent roadside cleanup.

Thanks go out to them and their families 
for all they do for our parish and council, 
and of note, they’ve been for wearing their 
name tags to all the masses.  

Our best recruiting is when men of 
faith and action like Bob and John wear 
their name tags and let everyone know 
they are part of an Order and adhering 
to our principles of CHARITY, UNITY, 
FRATERNITY, and PATRIOTISM.


